Meeting Minutes, 10/24 @ 1:00 pm E.T.

Attendees: Bessie, Renee, Briana, Jeron, Sadiria, Lydia,  and Krystle

Agenda Item #1: Packing, TSA Security Requirements & Weather
1. Packing & Luggage Requirements
· Carry-On Bag: Maximum dimensions are 24 × 16 × 10 inches, including wheels and handles. Maximum weight is 35 pounds.
· Personal Item: Must fit underneath the seat in front of you.
· Pack Light: This is a three-day, two-night trip. Please avoid unnecessary luggage.
· Dinner Clothing: Jordyn's Soul Cafe is casual, so formal clothing is not required.
· Travel Essentials: Bring comfortable walking shoes, medications, chargers, identification, and appropriate clothing for Chicago's fall weather.

2. TSA Airport Security Requirements
· Identification: All travelers ages 18 and older must bring a REAL ID-compliant driver's license, passport, or another TSA-approved form of identification.
· Liquids (3-1-1 Rule): Each liquid, gel, cream, or aerosol container must be 3.4 ounces (100 mL) or smaller. Containers must fit inside one quart-size clear bag, with one bag per passenger.(show bag)
· Medications: Keep necessary medications in your personal item. Medically necessary liquids may qualify for exceptions to the standard liquid limit.
· Electronics: Keep laptops and larger electronics accessible in case TSA requires separate screening.
· Prohibited Items: Check your bags for pocket knives, oversized liquids, and other restricted items before leaving home.
· Airport Arrival: Allow sufficient time for security screening, especially when traveling as a group.

3. Chicago Weather & Clothing
· Cool Fall Weather: Expect cool mornings and evenings, especially near Lake Michigan.
· Dress in Layers: Bring long pants, comfortable shoes, sweaters, and a warm jacket.
· Rain Preparation: A small travel umbrella or lightweight rain jacket is recommended.
· Outdoor Activities: Be prepared for wind and cooler temperatures while sightseeing.
· Final Weather Check: Everyone should review the Chicago forecast again shortly before departure.
· The current weather status is posted on the dashboard of the website. 


Agenda Item #2: Transportation

Our main goal is to confirm who is riding together, which rides are already arranged, and who needs separate transportation.
Transportation Summary
Transportation — Bessie's 85th Birthday Trip - 10–15 min
I've already started arranging our Lyft transportation to and from the airport. We’ll schedule those rides in advance, and request others as needed. Is everyone else good?
Saturday —  Morning activities.  Gen Z Plans: Jeron and Terry 
· Briana, Krystle, and Jeron agreed to meet the group at the museum entrance at 2:30 pm.
· No response from Terry
· Group will research activities to attend

Saturday – OPC Arrival & Individual Tickets
· I will email everyone their individual OPC admission tickets before the trip. So, please text me your email address.
· Please save your ticket on your phone.
· Family members participating in separate activities can arrange their own transportation to the OPC.
· Our group meeting time is 2:30 PM, with museum entry scheduled for 3:00 PM Central.
Saturday — OPC to birthday dinner
· Everyone should aim to reach Jordyn's Soul Cafe by 5:45 PM for the 6:00 PM reservation.
· The restaurant will not store the cake; it is TBD who will pick it up and take it to the restaurant.
Sunday — Brunch and airport – The group (6) agreed that we will ride together in one ride-share
Agenda Item #3: Obama Presidential Center (OPC) Visit
1. Museum Visit & Tour Time – I apologize for our late entry time.  In June, I looked for an 11:00 am visit, and 3:00 pm was the last time available for this date.
· Entry: Saturday, October 31, at 3:00 PM Central.
· Family meeting time: 2:30 PM.
· The group decided not to change clothes and will leave the museum for the restaurant.
 3. Birthday Cake Pickup
· Cake ordered from Whole Foods Hyde Park.
· Assign one family member to pick it up.
· Confirm pickup time and transportation.
· Cake must be delivered directly to Jordyn's Soul Cafe because the restaurant cannot store it beforehand.
Agenda Item #4: Birthday Dinner Celebration
🍽️ Bessie's 85th Birthday Dinner
Saturday, October 31, 2026, at 6:00 PM Central
Jordyn's Soul Cafe – Hyde Park, Chicago

1. Departure for Birthday Dinner
· Plan to leave the OPC around 5:00–5:15 PM.
· Arrange Lyft transportation.
· Aim to arrive at Jordyn's by 5:45 PM.
· Dinner reservation: 6:00 PM; it will automatically cancel after 6:15 PM. 
2. Please review the menu and prices before our dinner celebration. I will upload the link to the group chat this week. Menu, Soft Drinks, and Alcoholic Beverageshttps://toast.app/r/jordynssoulcafe/order?utm_source=chatgpt.com
$30 x 7 = $210 is set aside to pay for the group meal; however, the group agrees each person will pay over and above this amount for their meal/drinks, and the group will pitch in to pay the tip (gratuity).
Please note: The restaurant is cashless and adds a 20% automatic gratuity to all tables & Menu prices may change.

3. Saturday night – Restaurant Closing: Jordyn's Soul Cafe is scheduled to close at 12:00 midnight. Guests should plan their departure and transportation accordingly.
Alcohol Consumption, Guest Conduct & Safety
· Enjoy Responsibly: If you drink alcohol, please know your limits.
· Halloween Night Safety: Since our dinner falls on Halloween night, please be mindful of increased nightlife activity, traffic, and crowds. Heads-up: A Halloween Ball is scheduled at our Hotel as a private event. 
· Return Transportation: Each guest is responsible for arranging transportation back to their hotel. Sharing rides with family members staying at the same hotel is encouraged.
· Personal Safety: Travel in groups, when possible, stay aware of your surroundings, and verify your rideshare driver's information.
Agenda Item #5: Sunday Checkout, Brunch & Return Flight 
· The group discussed and reviewed the hotel checkout times and possible luggage storage.
· The group discussed possible convenient family brunch locations near the hotel. Mei Café was mentioned
· The Congress Plaza Hotel has an on-site breakfast restaurant,  
· I asked the group to research and suggest/recommend other options
	Sunday schedule Time (Central)
	Activity

	10:30 AM
	Check out; ask hotel to hold luggage

	11:00 AM–12:30 PM
	Family brunch

	12:30 PM–2:45 PM
	Relax or enjoy nearby activities

	3:00 PM
	Collect luggage

	3:30 PM
	Lyft to Chicago Midway Airport

	6:42 PM
	Frontier flight departs



